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XIV. 


RESIGNATION OF MAaJor TENNANT. 


It is announced that Major Tennant has resigned his 

st of Assistant-Secretary of the Board of Agriculture 
and that Mr. Anstruther has succeeded him. This is, 
certainly a surprise as, although the Major’s health has 
been far from good lately, it was widely believed that 
only the age-limit would have induced the Board to part 
with so good and able an officer. We have many a time 
expressed our opinion that Major Tennant was not the 
fittest man to direct the Veterinary Department of the 
State. But we have always had the reservation that if 
the directorship were not entrusted to a veterinarian no 
man in Britain was so fit to hold it as Major Tennant. 
He has grown with the department, which he first en- 
tered as aninspector. He is we!l acquainted with all its 
work, and no one perhaps has such an intimate know- 
ledge of all the Acts, Orders, and Regulations which 
have been issued during the last 30 years: 

If any argument could possibly be found for entrust- 
ing the direction of a veterinary department to a layman, 
that argument might rest upon the ability, knowledge, 
tact, and caution possessed by Major Tenant. Of course 
the veterinary profession firmly holds that no layman 
can properly direct a department the sole duties of which 
are the control and stamping-out of diseases of animals. 
It may be said that a clever organiser can successfully 
run any department by the aid of experts to guide and 
advise. But this pre supposes that the experts’ advice is 
always sought and given early enough, and that it is 
acted upon—a supposition which reduces the chief to an 
expensive phonograph. A director of operations against 
disease is in a very similar position to a commander en- 
gaged in directing an army un campaign. Both should 
understand the game thoroughly and be able to grasp 
the position and all its changes at once. Both should be 
able to act without further advice. Success cannot be 
expected unless the directing head is an expert. That 
we British manage to muddle through our civil affairs 
with a layman at the head of every department isa fact ; 
but it is only due to the loyal manner in which experts 
give their advice, and permit the nominal head to draw 
the highest pay and calmly appropriate their hard earned 
knowledge. A pruposition to substitute Sir Thos Lip- 
ton for Lord Kitchener would be scouted because so 
many lives and such great interests depend on the re- 


sults. We tamely submit to all but the very highest | 


itions being filled by men destitute of technical 


nowledge because custom has dulled our sense of right, 


and because reform could only be attained by a bloodless 
revolution. We goon muddling because the Vis rnertue 
In an old constitutional country is so immense. 

The Board of Agriculture is only a little department 
of the State. It was founded in politics and bound in red 
tape from its infancy. Its methods were copied from 
more ancient departments, and its progress has been 
marked by blunder upon blunder tempered by an 
Occasional success. 

Major Tennant is an irreparable loss to the Depart: 
ment, which the agriculturist and the tax payer will 
doubtless soon recognise. His resignation should please 
the veterinary profession because we believe no layman- 
successor can possibly take his place without demon- 


strating more forcibly than before the necessity of expert | 


direction. 


PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE. 
By E. Hoang, F.R.C.V.S. 


The above subject has a theoretical as well as a 
practical aspect. We read in medical journals that 
there is an unwritten code of medical ethics, and, 
judging from the number of enquiries made from 
time to time, we conclude that some points are 
difficult even for the editors to decide. 

The duty of one practitioner towards another from 
a theoretical point of view seems easily enough de- 
fined, but the difficulty arises in carrying it out in 
every-day work. There are some breaches of etiquette 
so palpably dishonourable that no one can plead the 
excuse of ignorance or error in committing them. 
Again, some practitioners originate a code of rules, 
of course to suit their personal interests, and ex- 
pect their brother practitioners to follow them to the 
letter. 

Some imagine that clients should never leave 
them, and that the neighbouring practitioner should 
refuse to take them on. But we must start with the 
clear understanding that clients are free to go where 
they like, and if it were otherwise a monopoly would 
be created for one individual. [very practitioner is 
anxious to increase his clientele; some have already 
a good practice but could “ do with a little bit more,” 
others are struggling, and so find it a matter of 
necessity to obtain clients. No code of ethics can 
prevent a practitioner from taking a new client when 
the latter comes to him unsolicited. If, however, he 
is aware that the new comer is the client of another, 
common coursesy demands that he should enquire if 
the case has been under the care of the other V.S., 
and if he is on terms of friendship with the latter 
it is his duty to inform him of the matter. 

Two very important items in connection with 
professional etiquette are as follows —Iirst, with 
reference to our action in taking on as a client, one 
whom we know has been in that capacity regularly 
We are not, of course, 
referring to those “ birds of passage” that exist in 
‘every community, who have “a try” with every 
| practitioner and generally end up by patronising the 


cheapest. 
- In order to arrive at just conclusions we have to 


‘enquire why clients leave one practitioner and go to 
‘another. Sometimes the client disputes an account, 
and if the V.S. be independent he will not reduce the 
‘amount, especially if the employer be of that species 
too often met with and known as mean. At other 


‘times the groom or attendant is the cause of the 
| Again, 


‘change ; this is a very frequent occurrence. Aj 
imaginary faul s are discovered, or the practitioner 
may very properly refuse to be treated as a being in- 


'with another practitioner. 


| 


3 
if ar 
; 
3 
24 
4 
‘ 4 
> 
fie.) 
f- 
q 
af 
| 
J 
| 


722 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 24, 


ferior intellectually and socially to his employer. 
And, sad to relate, some clients will leave us if we 
have the misfortune to reject one of their horses 
that has been suld at a good figure. The friend of 
another practitioner is very often the cause of a 
client migrating, in fact itis wonderful the influence 
possessed by some of these canvassers in disguise, 
while their supposed knowledge of things veterinary 
is nothing short of marvellous. 

It is quite clear that we cannot prevent clients 
leaving, so also we cannot refuse to take on new 
ones. We should, however, inform our confrére, be- 
cause it may be of great importance to him to know 
of the change for various reasons. Let us not take 
advantage of a confrére’s absence to acquire clients, 
but let the latter clearly understand that it is to 
oblige the former we have attended the cases, and 
that we have no intention of continuing in at- 
tendance. 

The second important item in connection with 
professional etiquette is the giving of an opinion 
which may be adverse to the attending practitioner. 
We are excluding the question of giving an opinion 
on a case that 1s known to be under the care of 
another practitioner— such, in our opinion, is 
dishonourable. But a case may be brought to us 
without any such history, and without meaning it 
we may give an opinion directly opposite to that al- 
ready given by another. Such things will happen 
from time to time, because we cannot obtain the 
correct history of every case brought for treatment, 
nor are the public anxious to assist us ia ob- 
taining it. In the case of a consultation, however, 
even though a difference of opinion may arise, there 
are weys of expressing such so that the consultant 
can avoid doing any injury to the attending prac- 
titioner. Clients as arule do not care for consulta- 
tions, either they imagine that the attending prac- 
titioner may be offended by the suggestion, or that 
an unbiassed opinion cannot be obtained. Indeed, 
on more occasions than one we have been told this, 
and have been asked to give an opinion on a Case al- 
ready under the care of another. We must educate 
the public in these matters; and the first step is to 
be cognizant of our duty towards one another and to 
act up to it. 

We may remark that we prefer the consultant who 
speaks out his mind honestly to one who reserves his 
candid opinion until he has a chance of conversing 
privately with the client. We have met such con- 
sultants from time to time, and cannot say we ad- 
mire their actions. If professional jealously exists, 
let it be outspoken, and not concealed under a veneer 
of sham friendship. Often we would feel inclined 
to quote— 


‘‘Give me the avowed, the erect, the manly foe, 
Bold I can meet, perhaps may turn his blow.” 


N.B.—Some would paraphrase the last line to “ re- 
turn his blow.” 


The senior practitioner is sometimes inclined to 
** sit on’ the junior whenever he gets an opportunity. 
The least harmful method by which he can accom- 
plish his purpose is when called into consultation, 
because if the junior has sufficient pluck he may be 


| value in the conquest of clients. Hither advertising 


afforded an opportunity of showing which opinion is 
correct by a post-mortem examination of the patient. 
But more damaging methods are adopted if the 
senior is one of the ‘‘ Sir Oracle” type. The work 
of the junior is criticised in quarters and in company 
where it is likely to produce telling effects. Stories 
of the lack of knowledge of the junior, and of his 
mistakes are freely circulated with unblushing auda- 
city, and with little regard for their veracity. Some- 
times Sir Oracle succeeds in damaging the reputation 
of the junior, at other times he fails in accomplishing 
his sinister object. 

Criticising brother practitioners is to be condemned 
as unmanly and unprofessional, whether it be in 
public or in the course of after dinner conversation 
with company. Its object is self glorification and 
sordid motives comoined with jealousy. Such re- 
marks are frequently carried back to the individuals 
about whom they are made, needless to say they are 
exaggerated, and are a fertile source of causing prac- 
titioners to become enemies. 

As already remarked, it is almost impossible tolay 
down rules for professional etiquette which will suit 
all cases. However zealous one practitioner may be 
on the poixt, he will find plenty of opponents who, 
although pretending to act properly towards him, 
will in reality do the opposite. 

Whatever may be said to the contrary, the prevail- 
ing idea in the present day is to get practice, and if 
this could be accomplished by the observation of cer- 
tain rules, we may be sure that such rules would be 
zealously followed. Noone will deny the fact that 
competition is very keen at present, and still we 
occasionally hear the cry that there will be a dearth 
of veterinary surgeons unless the examination in 
general knowledge is kept at alow standard. So far 
as this country is concerned the supply largely ex- 
ceeds the demand, and if under such circumstances 
a large number of newly qualified men are launched 
forth to earn their living, we may say farewell to 
professional etiquette. Etiquette and dignity will 
not pay rent, wages, and personal expenses, and we 
know from experience that the facilities for earning 
money in this profession are few and far between as 
compared with former times. In spite of this the 
country farmers are treated to lectures on veterinary 
science by philanthropic (?) professors, when in 
reality what they should be taught is to pay the 
veterinary surgeon the hard-earned fees he is entitled 
to. We hope weare pessimistic in our ideas on this 
subject, and thatin reality a brighter state of affairs 
exists outside our limited sphere. 

What the effect of the present liberal education 
which Government officials are bestowing on our 
country clients will prove to be, is a doubtful matter. 
lt is probable that when they have exhausted the 
subjects of white scour and abortion they will take up 
in turn other important diseases and teach the owners 
their prevention and treatment, and get them 4 
supply of suitable medicinal agents. 

We do not intend to refer to the hackneyed subject 
of advertising in connection with professional etl- 
quette, further than to remark that the polite busines 
card or circular or press announcement will be of 20 
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must be suppressed altogether or a free hand allowed 
in the matter; it is absurd for anyone to imagine 
that one form of advertisement is proper and another 
is tobe condemned. Since the practice of advertis- 
ing has been given up in this country no one can say 
that they have lost anything thereby, but instead 
they have saved the cost of a very expensive item. 
The fairs do not now present the appearance sugges. 
tive of Sequah and his associates, such as was the 
case when every wall, tree, and public-house was 
placarded with announcements concerning the atten- 
dance of the various veterinary surgeons. To certain 
sporting papers no doubt the loss was a serious one 
when the professional cards were withdrawn, and we 
have bitter experience of having paid large amounts 
for such advertisements without gaining a single 
client thereby. These papers occasionally give a 
turn to the profession—at least to certain favoured 
members of it—as they insert a nice paragraph of 
some wonderful achievement in surgery. This, of 
course, often proves to beofadvantage. Though not 
anjadvertisement, in the words of a well known song 
“It’s another bit of sugar for the Bird.” 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—After eight years of service on the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. | have once more the pleasure 
of submitting myself to your consideration, and of 
asking that if my views meet with your approval you 
will do me the honour to accord me your support. 

Ministers having promised that the conclusion of 
the present war in South Africa shall at once be 
followed by military reorganisation, I shall most 
strongly support every effort made to bring about an | 
increase in the staff and pay of the Army Veterinary 
Department, not only in justice to the individual | 
members of the Department, but also because | feel | 
assured that such a step would greatly improve the 
material and social position of private practitioners. 
1 am of opinion that the new Army Warrant is quite 
inadequate and should not be accepted as final. I 
also consider that veterinary surgeons might be more | 
numerously employed in the direct purchase of re- 
mounts, in place of so-called lay “experts,” with ad- 
vantage to the public purse. Much may be done in 
these directions by members of Council and of the 
profession using their individual influence with 
members of Parliament. 

The forthcoming retirement of Major Tenant from 
the Board of Agriculture presents a favourable oppor- 
tunity for pressing our claim that the Principal of 
the Animals Division should be a veterinary surgeon, 
as long advocated by Mr. Hunting. 

In view of an early declaration of peace in the 
Orange and Vaal River Colonies, I think the Council 
might fittingly ask the Government to appoint none 
but Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to act as District Veterinary Surgeons, 
Inspectors under the Contagious Diseases Acts, and 


| members of the Civil Veterinary Departments to be 
organised in these Crown Colonies. The appointment 
of a layman as Inspector of Veterinary Hospitals in 
South Africa is a gratuitous insult to the profession, 
and calls for vigorous action. 
| Regarding internal professional matters, | am more 
than ever convinced of the necessity for preserving a 
high standard of preliminary examination. {[ am 
desirous of opening up fresh fields of activity for 
veterinary surgeons and if possible of extending those 
afforded in the inspection of meat and milk, and in 
dealing with animal contagious diseases communic- 
able to man. 

Lastly, as I am desirous of vigorously maintaining 
discipline within the profession in accordance with 
the Act and Charters, I wish to introduce into the 
Council and Registration Committee similar forms of 
procedure to those observed by all other public and 
jndicial bodies ; while by giving to persons accused 
of professional offences the benefit of public trial, if 
they desire it, | hope to afford those who have been 
unjustly attacked some protection against anonymous 
and malicious assailants. 

On this, as on previous occasions, | have abstained 
from asking the support of any Society or party, pre- 
ferring to entrust myself unreservedly to your judg- 
ment, and willing cheerfully to accept whatever may 
be your decision. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
Jnc. A. W. 

56 New Bond Street, W., 

May 17th, 1902. 


To the Fellows and Members of 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, Having been nominated as a candid- 
ate for the Council, | wish to state briefly my views 
on current subjects. 

My chief object in offering myself for election is to 
further call attention to the conduct of our pro. 
fessional discipline by both Council and Registration 
Committee. 

| have elsewhere stated my views as to the com- 
plete mismanagement of this important matter by 
our present legislators, and do not propose to dwell 
on the subject here. The facts I have advanced (and 
no attempt has yet been made to refute them) speak 
for themselves, and vague assertions of the excellent 
work and invariable justice of the Registration Com- 
mittee should carry no weight in the face of clear and 
uacontroverted evidence to the contrary. 

Regarding the looming question of finance, | con- 
cider that more details should be given as to the 
present expenditure, as I, at least, am by no means 
certain that economy is being practised. 

It is necessary to mention the ever-present question 
of improving the position of the veterinarian in all 
branches of State and municipal employment. No 
one denies that every councilman ought to do his 
best to improve our standing in these matters, and 
the only question is—-what means are most likely to 
bring about our desired ends ? 
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Regarding the Army, I believe that the only 
method of obtaining proper recognition (now that 
other means have failed) is by a boycott. Regarding 


other departments of public service, I shall be pre-. 


pared to support any action which seems likely to 
improve the position of the profession. 

Residing in London, I should be able to attend 
the Council meetings regularly, and should always 
endeavour to give my best attention to every subject 
brought before the Council. 

Yours faithfully, 
Rocer Criarke, M.R.C.V.S. 

Hampstead, May 19th. 


time, by stopping such child’s play as our Council 
indulges in by passing such motions as Mr. Dollar’s 
‘open trial’ and then not attending to ratify it the 
following month, and so having to go over the whole 
thing again; such nonsense is waste of time and 
should not exist in any decently constituted body of 
legislators ; and will also endeavour to prevent mem- 
bers having trials purposely hung over their heads 
for months. 

Every member should have a fair open trial and no 
favour, and persons bringing wrong accusations 
against others should be severely dealt with. 

I am in favour of advancing our claims as forcibly 


as possible for all posts where special veterinary 
knowledge is required. 

If you should elect me I shall not oppose those I 
am at variance with in anything that is for the good 
and advancement of the profession, but I will oppose, 
to the best of my ability, any move or action on any- 
body’s part, be he friend (if I have any) or foe, that 
tries to do the opposite to any individual or to the 
profession at large. 

I am not “ putting up for the Council” with any 
mean, selfish spirit of doing any good or harm at the 
expense of others. If elected I shall place self on one 
side, be open-minded, and as large-hearted as possible; 
yet look fearlessly at all subjects brought before the 
Council, and carry out the laws without fear, favour, 
or bias, and above all without malice to anybody, so 
that everyhody shall have his due whether it is 
favourable or otherwise to him. 

I am in your hands, and will endeavour to serve 
you faithfutly if you wish it. 

Yours faithfully, 
Gro. A. Bannam. 

Downing Street, Cambridge. 


To the Fellows and Members of 
i The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, —I beg to offer myself as a candidate 
for the Council of the R.C.V.S. I do so because 1 
have had just cause to know how unsuitable, in- 
capable, and even malicious some that have seats at 
that Board are, and it is time the Council was re- 
Ai organised. 
he I am a country practitioner (whom I consider are 
a) Hi insufficiently represented on the Council) of some- 
what varied experience, both of the members of the 
profession and of their requirements as practitioners. 
fi I am a perfectly independent candidate, belonging to 
Be a no party, and intend, if elected, to keep aloof from 
RR ae any clique on the Council—not that I anticipate I 
shall have any difficulty in that direction—-and will 
; apply my energies to prevent them as far as | can 
” from applying their tactics to the detriment of our 
4a professional advancement, freedom of speech, and 
opportunities of earning an honourable living as 
veterinary surgeons (which I do not think some of 
our present councilmen understand, except perhaps 
it when they themselves are interested.) 

WL) cpl? The progress of the profession has been slow of 


To the Veterinary Profession. 


Gentlemen,—In asking for your support of my 


for those that can and will. Our business is at/in the future. 


2. That those councilmen who have shown by 


= 


Be ii if late years, because our Council has been too selfish | cancidature at the forthcoming election of members 
a y vies and have not acted sufficiently in accordance with | to the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Seg our motto. The profession should be carried on by | Surgeons I beg to state my views on current politics. 
the profession for the profession, and not by indi-' 1. That as vur Council seem incompetent or un- 
a sy vot Mt viduals for their own ends. willing to garry out its function as laid down by the 
ea The profession has a right and ought to know what | Charters dnd Act in a businesslike and judicial 
Ss their representatives do; and if the latter cannot, | manner, I consider it my duty to offer my services to 
ee will not, or dare not tell us, they should be displaced | the profession so that the abuses may be prevented 
«Bes present carried on too secretly. 
ie The profession cannot and ought not to go ahead | their past actions to be utterly incapable of carrying 
SRE a so long as trickery, dodging, backsliding, feeing and | out faithfully the duties entrusted to them should 
| Fa tipping grooms, taking commissions, and surrep- | not have a seat on the Council. 
ie oy titiously applying for other practitioners’ work, want- | 3. That the Army and teaching schools should not 


255 

= 


ing in self-respect and so forth exists, and I will do 
all in my power to stop such mean and contemptible 
practices. 

I will preserve our individual professional rights 
as practitioners as far as possible from usurpers and 
non-qualified men of all kinds. 1 am favourable to 
registering existing non-qualified assistants and pre- 
venting any fresh ones being created. 

If elected | will endeavour to save the College funds 
from being squandered by seeking evidence against 
members which does not exist; and the Council’s 


be vrer represented on the Council, as at least, 
per cent. of the profession are practitioners having t0 
work hard for a living. 

4. That the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons should adopt radical yet rational 
means, so far as the Charters and Act will allow, to 
improve our intra-professional government without 
incurring needless expense and waste of valuable 
time. 

5. Thatall cases of ‘“ disgraceful conduct’’ should 
be tried with open doors unless the defendant de- 
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murs; that no member should be struck off the 
register in camera; that no informer should sit in 
judgment upon the person he informed against. 

6. That the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, if after failing to obtain a satisfactory 
improvement in our professional relations with the 
Army, Board of Agriculture, Local Authorities, 
Colonies, etc., should adopt or advise ‘ boycotting ”’ 
until the grievances are remedied. 

Should you elect me to the Council I will en- 
deavour to do my duty to the profession without 
fearing, favouring or hating anybody in it. 

Yours faithfully, 
Henry Gray. 

25 Lower Phillimore Place, W. 

May 20th. 


To the Fellows and Members of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—I beg to offer myself as a candidate 
for a seat on our Council, and hope you will concur 
in the general opinion that the infusion of new blood 
into the governing body is desirable in the best 
interests of our profession. 

1 take a keen interest in the work of the Council, 
and my close proximity to Red Lion Square would 
materially facilitate my giving that attention to the 
duties which their importance requires. 

My constant contact with country practitioners 
enables me to thoroughly appreciate their particular 
needs. 

I regard the maintenance of a high educational 
standard for the entry of students as an indispens- 
able part of the Council’s functions, and in my 
opinion the administration of the Registration Com- 
mittee should—whilst guided by general principles of 
justice and equity—be conducted on open lines, with- 
out undue harshness and with proper considerations 
for the feelings of members. In this connection | 
hold the view that it should not be regarded as in 
any way derogatory for young members starting in 
practice to publish annnouncements to that effect in’ 
the local press. | 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, on Thursday, May Ist, 1902, Mr. A. Rogerson, 
President, in the chair. 

The SEcRETARY read minutes of general meeting held 
on Thursday, April 3rd, which were confirmed and signed 
by the President. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secrerary read letters from Colonel Nunn re- 
gretting inability to attend, and from Capt. Kettle re- 
signing his membership of the Society. 

Proposed by Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr, Upton, and 
carried unanimously that Capt. Kettle’s resignation be 
regretfully accepted. 


Morsip Specimens. 


Mr. H. A. Ropcers who attended in lieu of Mr. Vil- 
lar, produced specimens of four different species of para- 
sites, some from the mammz, some from inside the anus, 
and others from generally all over the body of a Boer 
pony. 

Mr. DoLLaR pointed out that one of the specimens 
appeared to be very similar to the cattle ticks of Queens- 
land. Jxodes. 

Mr. SAVOURNIN said one specimen reminded him of a 
parasite he once took from a hedgehog in this country. 


OTHER BusINess. 


Proposed hy Mr. Singleton, seconded by Prof. Prit- 
chard, that the paper brought before the Society that 
evening for discussion by Mr. Roger Clarke be not dis- 
cussed, 

The proposal was defeated, three voting in favour. ) 

Mr. Upron proposed, and Mr. Hurndall seconded, 
that a letter of condolence be sent to the widow and 
family of the late Mr. Edgar, of Dartford. Carried 
unanimously. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to Mr. 
Rodgers for his specimens. 


Discussion on Mr. W. Roger Clarke’s paper on “ The 
Interna! Discipline of the Veterinary Profession as pro- 
vided for by Act of Parliament and Royal Charter, and 
as Administered by the Council and Registration Com- 
mittee of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Mr. HurnpDALL asked whether it was wise that Mr. 


The justifiable demands of the members of tne 
Army Veterinary Department, whose duties are now 
proved to be of national importance, deserve con- | 
stant and united effort on the part of all who appre- 
Cate the unsatisfactory conditions under which they | 
labour with regard to titular rank and promotion, | 
and] shall warmly support any action which the | 


Council may take to secure improvement. 


Thatcher should be present, bearing in mind the subject 
under discussion, and whetLer there was any special 
reason for Mr. Thatcher having been invited to attend. 
The Prestmpent pointed out that Mr. Thatcher had 
been present when Prof. Macqueen read his paper on 
Advertising, and Mr. Thatcher, knowing that M r. Clarke 
was to follow with the present paper, deferred his reply 
until he heard what Mr. Clarke had to say about it. He 
ie President) had invited Mr. Thatcher to be present 


Assuring you, if elected, of constant and faithful | - speak that evening, as Mr. Thatcher had said noth- 


Service together with the exercise of a free and un- 


lassed judgment on all matters requiring attention, 


an 


ing on the previous occasion. 
Mr. Hurnpa.w thanked the President for the explana- 


= hoping to be favoured with your vote and sup- tion, but still considered that it was injudicious. 
port.—I um, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

E. Atrrep West, F.R.C.V.5. | 

81 Gray’s Inn Road, 


Mr. Henry Gray: Mr. President and Gentlemen,— 


My first words ia opening the discussion of this import- 
ant paper must be of sincere congratulation to the 


essayist not only for his courage in the choice of his 
subject, but for the vigour and lucidity with which he 


has handled it. 


London, W.C. 
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I have heard it said since this paper was read that 
it ought not to have been read, and ought not to be dis- 
cussed ; that Mr. Clarke did wrong in bringing such a 
subject before us. I believe two or three members ex- 
pressed that opinion. I expected to hear it again to- 
night, and have already heard it before the discussion 
began. But it seems to mea very short-sighted une to 
say the least. 

In his inaugural address on July 23rd, 1872, Mr. J. 
Blakeway, Stourbridge, the then President of the Mid- 
land Counties Veterinary Medical Association, said: “ It 
is a fallacy to think that these meetings are only for the 
discussion of scientific subjects, and blind indeed must 
that man be who holds we have no right here to advo 
cate reforms or call in question the acts and doings of 
those who represent us. Just as absurd would it be to 
expect that the constituents of a county or town 
should never question the doings of their Members in 
Parliament, or endeavonr in any way to influence their 
actions.” He further on said : “ Let him also who is able 
to attend the annual meetings of our College, support 
only those who have the interest of the profession at 
heart and will also regularly discharge duties that de- 
volve upon them. By these means we shall show to 
the professional world that we are earnest and sincere in 
our desire for progress, and that whatever subject comes 
before us, that by calmly, fairly, yet freely and fearlessly 
discussing it we shall establish such a fellowship among 
our body, as shall make the motto of our College not a 
dead letter, but a reality.” You will find this on refer- 
ring to page 770 of The Veterinarian for 1872, vol. 45. 

The real question is, How far the essayist is right 
in his conclusions? We must remember one of the avowed 
objects of this Society is the “advancement of the 
interests of the profession” andif Mr. Clarke’s view of 
the manner in which our internal discipline is conducted 
is correct, or anything like correct, then certainly he will 
have advanced the interests of the profession not a little 
by thus publicly bringing this matter to our notice. He 
has used some pretty strong language, but unless the 
facts he has stated can be disproved, he was justified in 
doing so. If, as he says, the Council and Registration 
Committee have repeatedly transgressed our Act of Par- 
liament, and neglected the most elementary points 
of English law, then it is the duty of every one of us to 
do what he can to bring about a better state of affairs. 

In a word, Mr. Clarke has stated that our internal dis- 
cipline is improperly conducted by unfit hands, and no 
better way of setting matters to rights could be thought 
of than by bringing it before the notice of the most 
— and influential Veterinary Society in Great 

ritain. 

Now tocome to the paper itself. The only comments 
I make on the essayist’s resumé of the Acts and Charters 
is, sai I agree with his views as to the meaning of 
both. 

Now, he invited opinions on the bye-laws, and I desire 
to mention one of the few useful bye-laws that the 
Council has passed on this subject, though it seems only 
to have been passed to be disobeyed. Bye law 115 pro- 
vides that if a man who has entered a2 defence be struck 
off the Register, a full report of both charge and defence 
shall be published in the professional journals. 

That bye-law has been on the Register for some years 
now, though not many months ago I heard one of the 
sapient legislators profess to be unaware of its existence. 
Men have been struck off—two were removed in the year 
1900-01—and, we may take it that some, at least, defen- 
ded themselves, but [ have never seen any account pub- 
lished of either charge or defence. That bye-law appears 
to have been disobeyed. 

Passing on to the essayist’s allusions to the Pinkett 
case and the Cambridge case, all 1 can do is to agree 
with every word he uttered, and to wonder how many of 
the Councilmen are really fit for their position. 


Now I come to the third section of the paper in which 
the essayist choses the Banham case as an example of the 
incompetence—to call it by no worse a word—of the 
Registration Committee. I witnessed the Banham trial, 
as did Mr. Clarke, and strongly as he has spoken about 
it, I agree with every word he said. 

He invited comment on Mr. Simpson’s action, in re- 
ceiving and passing on anonymous information, and 
finally, having done so, sitting as judge. I condemn Mr. 
Simpson’s action and I dwell on it because of what has 
passed since Mr. Clarke read his paper. At the last 
Council meeting Mr. Dollar made similar statements to 
those of the essayist, and Mr. Simpson denied them. 
Now Mr. Dollar made the same statements six months 
ago in The Veterinarian, and Messrs. Banham and 
Clarke have repeated them since. So that three men 
have stated what Mr. Simpson now denies, and [ make 
a fourth. In last week’s Veterinary Record Mr. Banham 
contradicted Mr. Simpson’s denials and challenged the 
Council to let him publish the report of the so called 
trial. I scarcely expect that our legislative assembly 
will dare to allow a case which exhibits their incompe- 
tence so glaringly to see the light. But until they dol 
hold by my recollections of the admissions made at the 
time. And I say that Mr. Simpson in receiving and 
conveying anonymous information, and in afterwards 
judging a case instigated in so questionable a manner, did 
less than justice to himself and the position he 
occupies. 

Mr. Clarke did not mention one point in the Banham 
trial which illustrates the strange notions the committee 
have of procedure. Wishing to deliberate in private on 
the case the committee desired Mr. Banham and two 
spectators, Mr. Clarke and myself, to withdraw. 

Of course we did not cbject in the least. Bui a third 
spectator, Mr. Villar, and Mr. Thatcher, who was con- 
ducting the prosecution, remained in the room all the 
time we were kept out. Now I ask why was the defen- 
dant turned out of the room while the counsel for the 
prosecution was allowed to stay in it. I should like to 
hear the reason to-night for what seems to me an impro- 
per action. 

I can only speak very briefly about other points in the 
Banham case. I perfectly agree with the essayist’s views. 
Now I ask these three questions about that case : 

1. Why was the man ever summoned before the com- 
mittee at all ? 

2. Why when he had come was he told that it was 
immaterial when the circulars were issued ? ; 

3. Why when he had shown the committee and solici- 
tor that they had no case against him did they adjourn 
the case and waste the College’s money in the vain en- 
deavour to rake up a case against their opponent ! 

» Unless these three points can be placed in a very 
different light to that in which the essayist places them, 
I maintain that nearly all the Registration Committee— 
and that means most of the Council—are unfit for their 
work and position. The first step towards the amendment 
of our internal discipline is an all but complete change 
in the hands that administer it. 

If Council-men in the past have violated our Act and 
defied every principle of English law it is our duty t0 
prevent a repetition of such actions in the future. An 
it is for that reason, and to insure that defendants in the 
future shall be tried fairly and legally, that 1 welcome 
this paper and ask the meeting not only to consider It 
carefully but to act on it afterwards. ; 

Mr. THATCHER said that he was exceedingly obliged 
for being allowed to come there that night. His object 
in coming there was to discuss the Registration Com 
mittee, and not any personal question, although he was 
in the hands of the meeting, and if they desired to heat 
anything on the Banham case from him he shou! 
pleased to comply. It would serve the avowed purposes 
of the paper if he were to consider for a little while the 
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origin of the Registration Committee, the Council, and 
what were their respective powers. He thought Mr. 
Clarke might be fairly congratulated on the way in 
which he had put forward the constitution not only of 
the Council but of the Registration Committee. He 
would not go over the ground again in detail, but the 
first discipline the Council ever had over the Body Cor- 
porate was that given by the Charter of 1876, which gave 
acertain majority the right to remove a man’s name 
from the Register. That was simply a personal matter, 
so far as he was concerned, it did not interfere with his 
earning his living in the least, but when they came to 
the Act of 1881 they found a very different state of 
things. They found that the effect of removing a wan’s 
name meant social ruin, therefore the legislature very 
properly said, before you can do this the man must 
either be convicted of crimes desire to voluntarily retire, 
or be guilty of conduct disgraceful in professional re- 
spects, For the purpose of ascertaining the facts of the 
case a Committee had been appointed whose duty, as 
Mr. Clarke had said, was to ascertain the fact and report 
to the Council, but it was a Court of Enquiry only, it 
had no plenary jurisdiction. Those facts were to be 
ascertained by an inquiry before the Committee. Mr. 
Clarke had raised a point that every case came first of 
all before the Council and then before the Committee. 
He would refer them to Bye-laws 22, 23, and 24. 

Mr. CLARKE pointed out that if the bye-laws 
clashed with the Charter or Act they were i!legal. 

Mr. THATCHER agreed, but said the question was 
whether bye-law 23 did. 

Mr. CLARKE pointed out that the question they had to 
determine was the meaning of the Act and Charter on 
that one point. 

Mr. THATCHER concurred, but concended that the bye- 
law carrie@ out the section of the Act. The procedure 
which was carried on by the Committee and the Council 
was that a complaint was made in the first instance. The 
Secretary then wrote tothe person complained of, asking 
if he had anything to say ; if so, the explanation was 
brought before the Committee at its next meeting. And 
that had one very useful purpose, that it cleared away a 
large number of cases, because they very often found 
that that explanation made an end of the case. Ifa case 
required more serivus consideration, the person was 
asked to attend and give a personal explanation. He 
had a right to be represented by Counsel, to call wit- 
nesses, and lay his case before the Committee, who then 
reported to the Council. A shorthand writer was em- 
ployed at the meetings of the Committee, and his trans- 
cript, together with the finding of the Committee was 
laid before the Council ; and he did not know how any 
fuller representation of the facts could be laid before the 
Council. Complaint had been made that the Committee 
sometimes made recommendations ; they did ; but so did 
Juries. Juries often found men guilty but added that 
they had had great provocation, and recommended them 
tomercy. They had been told that the Committee was 
adreadful body, yet the curious thing was that the 
complaints from outside were not that it had been too 
severe, but that it had been too lenient. That was 
80 in the Commission Case and in the Cambridge 

ase, 


T ; i ‘ n once to define | they had to do was to 
| things were wrong endeavour to put them right. 


acode of what was and what was not professional con- 
duct. It would be almost impossible to do that, because 


if every gentleman there were to put down some separate | 


tisements which spoke for themselves, but there were 
some advertisements that they could hardly call adver- 
tising at all, although they might strictly come within 
the four corners of the bye law. Where, for instance, a 
young man starting practice in a new district, or a man 
moving to another town, put short notices in the papers, 
Strictly that would be advertising, but those things 
would not be noticed unless continued for an inordinate 
length of time, Asa matter of fact noc one member was 
off the Register at that moment for advertising, and only 
three men had gone so far as to cause a resolution to be 
passed against them op that ground, and in two cases a 

month’s grace was given, firstly to enable them to dis- 
continue if they chose ; secondly to enable them to ap- 

peal to the Privy Council, pending whose decision they 

would be free men. The third was a very bad case of 
advertising ; the man had been warned again and again, 

and as he neither retracted nor appealed his name had 

been taken off. After two or three months he did appeal 

to the Privy Council, who demanded the views of the 

Council, and after getting those views they declined to 

interfere. That man’s offence had been of a double 

barrelled character ; he not only advertised but adver- 

tised that he was a member of College. 

With regard to crime he did not think six names had 
been taken off the Register during the time he had had the 
honour of representing the College. 

As to unqualified persons, there was the veterinary 
forge case which had settled once for all that unqualified 
persons were not entitled to use the word veterinary. 
Occasionally they came across men who called them- 
selves veterinary surgeons who were not, and who 
were prosecuted, and a conviction and fine generally 
obtained. 

He would have liked to make some explanation 
with regard tu Mr. Banham, but he quite agreed that 
the less that was introduced of a personal character the 
better. All he could say was that through an unfortr- 
nate oversight of his own he had overlooked a point in 
Mr. Banham’s letter which he ought not to have over- 
looked, and for which he was entirely responsible. A 
great deal of the unfortunate controversy had arisen in 
consequence of it, and he could only say to them as he 
had said to the Registration Committee that the fault 
was entirely at his door, and that it was a qnite in- 
excusable oversight. He!personally regretted that he 
should have occasioned any trouble or annoyance or 
anxiety to Mr. Banham, and he tendered him that 
apology in the presence of them all, as he had before 
tendered it to Mr. Banham at the meeting of the Regis- 
tration Committee. 

In conclusion he would ask them what was their 
remedy if anything was unsatisfactory. Surely not 
vexatious opposition. ‘They could always manage better 
by conciliatory measures than by threats. If the Com- 
mittee were wrong, if the bye-laws were wrong, he would 
ask them not to pitch into himself and others and blow 
them up, but tell them where they were wrong, and he 
was sure that the Council would endeavour to put it 
right. Ii the bye-law against advertising was wrong, let 
them see where it was wrong and set it right, but do not 


let them, as an advancing profession, pose before the 
world as being rent with internal dissentions. What 
work together in harmony, and if 


He felt with Mr. Hurndall that they could discuss the 
matter far better in his absence, and so he would with- 


| Dotiar said he had greatly appreciated 


crop up within a few weeks outside of every one of them. | 


e paper so ably put before them by Mr. Roger Clarke. 


iples v case | th 
hey could lay down general principles, but every e thought noone would deny a meed of congratulation 


must be decided on its merits. He should like anybody for H 


instance rtising began and where « to 
to lay down where adve g beg tate although se 


it left off. They might have a paid interview, but who 


could prove it was paid for? Oran inspired article, but: 


who was to prove the inspiration ? Circulars were adver- 


the Solicitor of the College for his extremely temper- 
newhat optimistic remarks, but he re- 


geetted Mr. Thatcher’s short stay because he had to very 
strongly disagree with some of them. 
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With regard to advertising, before the passing of bye- 
law 113 the work of the Registration Committee was 
comparatively slight, and seldom brought the Committee 

into conflict with members of the profession. In those 
days the powers of the Committee were directed only 
against those persons who had come in conflict with the 
laws of the land, and rarely persons accused of purely 
professional offences. Advertising had been scheduled 
as an offence, because it depreciated the profession in the 
eyes of the world, but they must not lose sight of the 
fact that in the eyes of the world a very great difference 
must be drawn between the offence of professional ad- 
vertising and the offences for which men were in former 
days removed from the rolls. The public thought little 
of the offence of advertising as compared with that of 
rjury or stealing, or receiving an illegal commission, 
ut the Committee took a diametrically opposed view. 
He drew a great distinction between the two kinds of 
offences (a trumpery advertisement was only calculated 
to injure the person himself) and he regretted that there 
was only one law with which to punish very great 
offences. He regretted that instead of bye-law 113 
bringing peaceit had brought a sword, and instead of 
es amity it had brought spite, hatred, and ill 
will. 

The real central point to which he wished to direct 
their attention was the fact that the Registration Com- 
mittee was like no other body of a judicial character ia 
existence, inasmuch as it comprised prosecutor and judge, 
that its proceedings were private, and that the name of 
the person complaining was not revealed to the defen- 
dant. In the event of a malicious prosecution a defen- 
dant had no chance of instituting proceedings against his 
accuser and obtaining redress. 

For a long time the General Medical Council had 
been in the same position as the Registration Commit- 
tee, that was to say that it was both prosecutor and 
judge, but it’s members saw the danger ahead and they 
abstained as far as pussible from meddling in the social 
affairs of its members, in fact their position was very 
similar to that of the Registration Committee before the 

ssing of bye-law 113. It was not until the Medical 

efence Union came into existence that that state of 
affairs was remedied. That body was elected from the 
members of the medical profession, with a properly 
elected President and Council, which retained the ser- 
vices of a solicitor and counsel, and to which all com- 
plaints of professional misconduct were referred. It had 
to come before the General Medical Council in public, 
submit its evidence and prove its case, just as any other 
prosecutor did before an ordinary court of law. The 
difference between that body and their own was that the 
court which struck a man from the rolls in the medical 
profession was a judicial body which heard prosecutor 
and defendant, and being independent of both, formed 
its decisions without fear or favour. If a mistake was 
made, or if a man was maliciously prosecuted, he had his 
remedy at common law. The Registration Committee 
was not public, and there was no ostensible prosecutor. 

Prof. PRITCHARD pointed out that the name of the 
accuser was divulged to the Committee, and if the 
accused were brought before the Committee he learnt 
the name. 

Mr. DoLuaRr replied that that was not so. He had 
frequently heard an accused person ask for the name of 
his accuser, and the Chairman had denied him, saying 
the name was not divulged. 

Mr. BANHAM said that in his case neither the Chair- 
man, the Committee, nor himself knew who the accuser 
was, nor did they to that day, except by guess work. 

Mr. DoLtaR continuing said without reflection upon 
the Committee, neither that body nor any other in the 
kingdom was fit to be trusted with such absolute and 
uncontrolled powers. 


were often called upon to adjudicate upon 30 or 40 cases 
in the space of a few hours, and he maintained that pro- 
per attention could not be given to a case on which very 
often a man’s social ruin rested, in two or three minutes, 

Another thing he objected to was the lack of judicial 
knowledge on the part of the members, and also the de- 
sire shown by them to extend their powers beyond any 
Charter or Act, and to advise men on subjects of good 
taste—to say this was good taste, and that was bad 
taste. He should strongly object to anyone attempting 
to educate him on such a point. 

Another grave dereliction of duty on the part of the 
Registraticn Committee was in failing to report to the 
Council, as in duty bound by Act of Parliament, the facts 
of the case where a person has been accused. The Com- 
mittee merely presented their opinion in state to the 
Council of what should be done, that was to say they 
delivered their verdict, keeping the Council in absolute 
ignorance of the facts. Mr. Thatcher had glossed very 
lightly over the weak points. No one was more adept 
at skating on thin ice than Mr. Thatcher, and there were 
some points on which he (Mr. Dollar) differed very 
strongly with him. 

Mr. Thatcher had said that a transcript of the short- 
hand writer’s notes were brought before the Council. 
During the eight years that he had sat there, he had 
never heard of that being done. He had _ heard 
a clipped and _ boiled down version of the 
proceedings, limited to a few words, read by the Chair- 
man, but never anything which could by the utmost 
stretch of imagination be described as a transcript of the 
shorthand writer’s notes, and he challenged anyone to 
prove that that had ever been done. 

Mr. Thatcher again had referred to the difficulty of 
defining professional misconduct. That was a very un- 
satisfactory state of things for the profession, for what 
might be fun to the ox was death to the frog, and with 
a view to educating the profession, and showing them 
the bases of the Council’s decisions he (Mr. Dollar) had 
with very great difficulty succeeded in getting the Coun- 
cil to pass bye-law 115, which provided that in the case 
of a person who made a defence to a charge, a note of 
the accusation, the defence, and the proceedings should 
be kept, and in the event of the person being condemned 
that report should be sent to the professional papers for 
publication. He was sorry to say like many others that 
had been passed, that bye-law had never been acted upon 
to his knowledge. : 

Lastly, the portion of the solicitor’s remarks to which 
he most strongly objected was that portion where he ad- 
vised them to appeal to the Council in a conciliatory 
spirit if anything was wrong, and they would put it 
right. He had himself appealed to the Council on a 
great many occasions, and on a great many occasions 
he had found himself in a minority of one. He did not 
ask for their sympathy. He was quite willing to cor- 
tinye doing what he believed to be right for the sake of 
right, and he should be neither moved by approbation 
nor condemnation in pursuing that course. He was 
afraid that that sounded very much like self sufficiency, 
but that was the nature of the man who stood before 
them. He could not help it, and so he hoped they 
would excuse it; but there were two subjects which 
occurred to him at that moment upon which he had ap- 
pealed to the Council not once but many times. One 
occasion was when he was last being elected, when two 
members of the Council who between them had nomina- 
ted I think eight members, thrust themselves upon the 
scrutineers and counted the votes of the men whom 
they had themselves nominated, at any rate they were 
present and counted the votes and signed the returns. 
He thought that wasa matter of common knowledge. 


_ only scrutineers counted votes and not any member 
Another weak point was the fact that the Committee ' Council. 


Mr. PERRYMAN, as one of the scrutineers, stated that 
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Mr Doar replied that he had made the objection 
‘before and it had not been denied, and Prof, Macqueen 
who was there could confirm it. It was referred to the 
next day, and he had proposed that no member of the 
Council who had nominated a person should count bis 
votes, but had never found aseconder to that day. 

Mr. SINGLETON pvinted out that that course had been 
adopted and was actually carried out. 

Mr. DoLLar said it had never been openly allowed, if 
tacitly adopted. 

Another point was that he had asked as a favour of 
the Council that if any accused person requested a public 
tria! it should be accorded him. 

Prof. PRITCHARD intimated that when he was accused 
he asked for a public trial and got it. 

Mr Do tvar replied that his meaning was that every 
member should have as an absolutely inalienable right 
the privilege of being tried in public if he so desired it. 
Their Registration Committee was the last of the courts 
which tried in secret, and he hoped that it would soon 
cease to be the last. He had brought that motion for- 
ward on twoseparate occasions ; the Council had always 
passed it, but inasmuch as all motions had to be con- 
firmed at a subsequent meeting held fourteen days after- 
wards, he inevitably discovered that there was no 
quorum, and that was not exactly what he called fair 
fighting. (App). 

Mr. W. Huntine said there was no doubt that the 
paper under discussion was controversial, but the con- 
troversial seemed to have been made a great deal more 
acrimonious by the way in which each side had stated its 
ease. He admired Mr. Dollar’s honesty. Mr. Dollar 
had told them that nothing on earth would make him 
alter his opinions either in the way of approbation or 
condemnation. They had all recognised that for years ; 
and that sort of man was just the kind of man one would 
expect to back up all the assertions in that se where 
lots of things were exaggerated and lots of things were 
left out, and the whole thing arranged not merely to 
throw light on the question but to throw a little mud on 
the Registration Committee. Those things were not 
new. Mr. Dollar would remember a man who was 
threatened to be struck off the rolls for advertising, and 
Mr. Dollar would remember who was the accuser. He 
(Mr. Dollar) was present, but nothing was said about it. 
Acircular had been discovered in Berkeley Square, but 
no one appeared to say who had brought it there ; cross- 
examination of the man who brought it was absolutely 


refused. What had happened! The accused was told 
“Tf youdo not withdraw it you will be struck off the 
rolls,” and the man did withdraw it. No man said one | 
word in favour of the accuser at that time, or cross-exam- | 
ined him. 
Mr. DoLLar did not remember the circumstance, but | 
he thought it a very strong reason why that stateof things | 
should be altered. 
Mr. HuntING agreed and pointed out that he did his’ 
very best to get it altered, only the accuser sat on the | 
Registration Committee. 
That night two or three gentlemen to begin with had | 
objected to the consideration of the subject before them | 
at all. The remarkable thing was that they were good | 
honest men, the sort of men they always credited with at 
any rate taking a right view of things and with acting on 
Principle. But they must bear in mind that acting on 
Principle after all, when they came to inquire into it, 
really meant acting on their own personal opinions about 
anything. (Laughter.) When they analysed those 
oity-toity notions they simply meant personal opinions, 
and he would ask them not to be misled when men_ 
talked about right, and justice, and principle, because it | 
Was only a matter of opinion and they migkt be wrong | 
in their opinions. Nobody did so much harm in the 
world as the good man who had gone wrong—both to 
himself and to everybody else. (Laughter. 


| 


The subject of the paper was an extremely important 
one. He could not imagine anything more important 
than | The internal discipline of the veterinary profes- 
sion,” and he really thought that the gentlemen who good 
naturedly thought it as well not to wash their dirty linen 
in public had made a mistake for once. There was no 
doubt that the Registration Committee, as far as it had 
gone, had done injury to one man. He thought Mr. 
Clarke had proved that upto the hilt—and, as the Soli- 
citor said, it had acted with tuo great leniency in the case 
of two other men, although be should not say much 
about that. But he did say that they had acted wrongly, 
and distinctly injured one man, and if it were only for 
the protection of one injured man he agreed that the 
rules should be made strict and everything should be 
done formally. At the same time there was a great deal 
of difference between blaming a man for having an irre- 
gular way of doing things and blaming him for his ignor- 
ance of law. When he was on the Council he believed 
that he had told them that they were ignorant of many 
things, but jumping on aman did not do any good ; if 
they thought a man on the Council did not do his duty 
all they had to do was to get rid of him. 

Mr. Clarke in his paper said that the efficiency of the 
body absolutely depended on the individual character of 
its members. That was a broad statement that he en- 
tirely objected to. If they took 12 greengrocers, the 
greater majority of them being men of the highest intel- 
ligence, and made a jury of them, they at once became a 
collective fool. (Laughter.) They could have all sorts of 
character in the indvidual, but as soon as they mixed 
them and made 12 men of them, they balanced each 
other—unfortunately their prejudices did not always 
balance each other, but their knowledge—alas ! (Laugh- 
ter.) Mr. Dollar had told them that the Registration 
Committee was both prosecutor and judge. 

Mr. DoLuar was sorry to interrupt but if Mr. Hunt- 
ing could adduce a case in which the Council had re- 
fused to carry out the dictum of the Committee, there 
might be something in what he (Mr. Hunting) had said. 
He (Mr. Dollar) did not know of one case during his 
eight years. 

Mr. HuNTING was not going to adduce cases to prove 
Mr. Dollar’s points. He wanted to show that Mr. 
Dollar’s analogies were wrong. Mr. Clarke had _ told 
them that the Committee was not both prosecutor and 
judge, and those two gentlemen disagreed utterly. 

With regard to the private hearing, they had been 
told that at any rate Mr. Banham had been allowed to 
havea public and open trial. Mr. Banham had applied 
for it ; Professor Pritchard had applied for it, and had 
it, and he (Mr. Hunting) hoped he should get an open trial 
if he ever had occasion to ask for it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BaNnHAM remarked that he had been told he could 
bring some friends to bis trial, but that was not till 
after the publication of the last Aecord before the trial, 
otherwise he would have asked Mr. Hunting to put it in 
The Record, so that the whole profession might have 
known, and he could have called all his friends. The 
Committee, however, had deprived him of that oppor- 
tunity and his trial came on after 7'e Record was pub- 
lished, 

Mr. Huntina continuing said that at any rate a hard- 
ship had been done in one case, but the Registration 
Committee wakened up by Messrs. Banham, Clarke, 
Dollar, and Gray, had turned over a new leaf. They had 
opened the court to everybody. ; 

Mr. Upron asked whether they opened the court in 
the Cambridge case. ; 

Mr. Dotiar reiterated emphatically that no such 
thing as a public trial had taken place. There had never 
been a time in the history of the veterinary profession 
when a man had aright to demand a public trial. He 
had beer allowed with bated breath to ask whether he 
might bring a f ‘iend or two, and once or twice the Regis- 
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tration Committee or the Council had with great mag- 
nanimity consented. That was what had been repre- 
sented as a public trial. 

Mr. Hunvtine replied that as far as he knew that 
once or twice covered all the cases that had occurred. 

Mr. Doar asked how that could be when they had 
30 or 40 cases every three months. 

Mr. Huntrna, while protesting against the constant 
interruption, could only say that the majority of those 
men did not wish their cases tried in salle. He knew 
that when he himself was brought up for taking money 
or for advertising, he should want his case heard in 
private. (Laughter). 

Mr. Dollar’s next complaint was that the name of the 
accuser was not made public. No one could prosecute 
unless a statement was made, and if the accused was 
acting individually he came there with his statement, 
or he supplied something or other in writing to the 
Registration Committee. Supposing it was a case of 
advertising, he would send upthe page of The Record 
or Reynold’s Newspaper, or The Christain World. 
(laughter), or the page out of whatever newspaper the 
advertisement happened to be in. That was evidence 
so far as it went. 

Mr. Doar remarked that it was evidence of abso- 
lutely nothing. It was simply a piece of paper. 

Mr. HuntING insisted that it was evidence cf an adver- 
tisement of some kind. 

Mr. Doxuar retorted certainly not. He might have 
had it printed privately himself in that form. 

Mr. Huntino, after appealing to the chair for protec- 
tion against the repeated and unfair interruption, pro- 
ceeded to point out that that was just the subtle and 
metaphysical way in which his opponents treated the 
subject. Of course a man might send a sign-board or a 
photograph up; that would not be proof, but it was 
evidence. An advertisement in a newspaper, or a pill 
box with a label on it was not proof, but it was certainly 
evidence, and upon that the Registration Committee had 
a perfect right to act, so far as to ask a man if it was his, 
and if so what he did it fur? If there was a self-accus- 
ing sign-board, or anything of that sort, or a cheque with 
a man’s endorsement on it, that was legitimate 
evidence. 

Mr. Doar pointed out that the danger was, as in 
Mr. Banham’s case, that a thing 13 years old might be 
produced as of yesterday’s date. 

Mr. HuntineG agreed that Mr. Banham had been 
hardly treated, but how much easier would it have been 
for Mr. Banham to have said “ Why this is thirteen 
years old.” 

It had been suggested that they should have a veteri- 
nary union to preside over their moralsand internal dis- 
cipline, and that they should have a previous trial by the 
Union before going to the Council. 
ae DoLuaR said he had proposed nothing of the 

ind. 

Mr. Huntine replied that Mr. Dollar had pointed out 
the method of doing things in the medical profession, 
and it seemed to him that instead of the individual 
there, the Medical Union undertook to bring 

efore the General Medical Council cases that it thought 
should go there. If it thought a case should go there, 
and was an honest body it should have considered that 
case. If it were not an honest body it would send them 
on without considering them. That seemed to him to be 
most unfair, and an Jmperium in imperio of the very 
worst nature. There they had a body not responsible 
to anybody for libel. Why should they not go to the 
higher body at once? He was of opinion that if they 
simply altered the formal methods adopted by the Regis- 
tration Committee they would have a much better 
arrangement than the Jmperzum in imperio that Mr. 
Dollar had brought before them as a sort of Heaven- 
sent arrangement for doing justice. The Registration 


Committee was controlled by the Council, and the Coun- 
cil was controlled by the Privy Council It had been: 
found by practice that the Registration Committee was 
not perfect, and that its rules and regulations and ,its 
methods were capable of improvement, but he did (not 
know that either the Committee or the Council had de- 
clined to alter its methods, and he had understood from 
the Solicitor that night that they offered to alter their 
ways and do all the justice they possibly could. If there 
were any men on the Council who objected to alter let 

them know who they were, and let them do as they 
had a perfect right to do—alter the constitution oftheir 
Council by leaving out those members who do not do 

right ; but let them first be quite sure about the 

right. (Applause). 

It was proposed by Mr. Perryman, seconded by Mr. 
Savournin, that the discussion be adjourned to the next 
meeting. 

Carried with two dissentients. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the 
proceedings. 


BORDER COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Bush Hotel, 
Carlisle, on Friday afternoon, April 11th. Mr. J. Steel, 
Wigton, took the chair, and there were also present : 
Messrs. Hewson, Carlisle; Lindsay, Dumfries; W. C. 
Croudace, Haltwhistle; W. F. Garnett, Windermere ; 
H. Thompson, Aspatria (hon. sec. and treas.) 

Mr. STEEL, the retiring President, thanked the members 
for their kindness in having placed him in the chair for 
the past twelve months, and said the work had been 
rendered easy to him through his good friend’ Mr. 
Thompson. He now had pleasure in vacating the chair 
in favour of Mr. Hewson, the President-elect, whu would 
have the unanimous good wishes of all the members, and 
would be as well supported during the year as he him- 
self had been. (App.) 

Mr. Hewson then took the chair. 


THe WILLIAMS MEMORIAL. 


Mr. THompson stated that he had been placed on the 
Committee of the Principal Williams Memorial. He was 
one of six who had to arrange the matter, and trustees 
were being appvinted. They had drawn up the trust 
deed, which he had signed and sent back, accepting 
the post to act on the Committee to assist in the work. 
The principal object was to have « painting of Principal 
Williams to hang in the Council Chamber of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. What money was left 
would be held in trust and would be augmented to pro- 
vide a scholarship or prize for veterinary research for all 
the’ colleges. In reply to Mr. Garnett, Mr. Thompson 
said the total amount subscribed was over £400, but was 
very disappointing, On the 8th of March he had a nice 
surprise from Kimberley, from Mr. William McKie, V.5., 
late of Carlisle, and Mr. Joseph Buck, V.S., of Ashby-de 
la-Zouch. Mr. Buck wrote—* McKie and self were say- 
ing the other night that we should like to give a trifle 
to the late Prof. Williams’ memorial, so we are sending 
you draft for £5, and want you to be good enough to for- 
ward it to the proper person. McKie is very busy at 
present, and wishes to be remembered to you. (Ap- 
plause.) 

On the question of the appointment of Secretary, Mr. 
Thompson said he had intended resigning the post last 
year, but retained it on account of his having induced 
Mr. Steel to accept the presidency. He had now fully 
made up his mind to retire from the office. He was 
getting nearer 70 years of age than 60, and younger men 
should take up the work. He had done his level best 
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for the Society ever since it was formed, and no one had 
done more. He had also intended to resign the treasurer- 
ship as well, because he thought the offices should go 
together. He had too much other work in hand, and if 
it had not been that he had had the assistance of clerks 
he would not have been able to have carried on the 
daties so long ashe had. He intended to continue to do 
his best to assist the Society as long as he could and 
give every help to the new secretary. 

Tbe PrestpENT, Mr. Lindsay, and other members 
asked Mr. Thompson to reconsider his decision, but he 
found himself unable to do so, and his resignation was 
accepted with much regret. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that the attendance at the 
meetings of the Society had been above the average in 
the last few years, and this was the first really small 
meeting they had had for some time. 

Mr. Croubace said thisavas a bad time of year. 

Mr. L[anpsay moved that Mr. Garnett be elected 
secretary pro. tem. 

Mr. CrouDAcE seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to, and Mr. Garnett said he accepted on the under- 
standing that it was only pro. tem. If he lived near 
Carlisle he would have taken it on, but he did not think 
he was justified, living in an out-of-the-way place. 

Mr. GARNETT nominated Mr. J. Latter, V.S., Amble- 
side, for membership. . 

A discussion took place as to the place of next meet- 
ing, and Keswick was decided upon, the meeting to be 
held shortly after the Royal Show. The President’s 
-address was left over to that meeting. 

Mr. STEEL said Mr. Garnett and he had spoken about 
an operation for the meeting, and he would guarantee 
a subject for operation on any subject desired. 

This concluded the business. 


THE YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The spring meeting of the Society was held at the 
Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on Friday, April 25th, the 
President (Mr. Frank Somers) in the chair. The follow- 
ing members were present :—Messrs. H. Snarry, York 
(Vice-president) ; H. G. Bowes, W. F. Greenhalgh, and 
A. W. Mason, Leeds ; S. Chambers, Kirkheaton ; F. W. 
Clough, Morley; J. Lloyd, Sheffield; J. McKinna, 
Huddersfield ; A. T. Waller, Skipton ; J. E. Scriven, 
Tadcaster (hon. treas.) ; M. J. Clarkson, Garforth ; and 
A. McCarmick (hon. sec.), G. Barber, Leeds. 

Professors W. O. Williams and Penberthy wrote ex- 
plaining their inability to attend. 


CounciL ELECTION. 


The Secretary reported that the Lancashire, Eastern 
Counties, and Midland Counties Associations again 
agreed to co-operate with the Yorkshire Svciety in re- 
gard to the Council election. P 

The Prestpent remarked that the combination 
worked exceedingly well for the good of the whole 


profession. 
New MEMBERS. 


Mr. Crawrorp, of Leeds, was nominated by Mr. 


wes. 

Mr. Harotp Dyson, of Huddersfield, by Mr. Cham- 
bers ; and Mr. ArTHUR ELLIson, of Harrogate, by the 
Secretary. 


Tue SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS. 


On the motion of Mr. McKinna, seconded by Mr. 
Scriven, the President and Secretary were chosen as 
delegates to the Annual Congress of the Sanitary Insti- 
"tute at Manchester, from September 9th to 13th. 


A Case or Sarcoma, 


The Prestpent exhibited the skull of a horse which 
he had ordered to be killed. He explained that about 
a month ago he was suddenly called to see the horse, 
which was described as suffering from an abscess on its 
head. The owner had just bought the animal. He (the 
President) went to see the horse and instead of an abscess 
found an immense tumour. The right eye was missing 
and the other eye was blind. The animal was in great 
suffering and could hardly move. After an examination 
he suggested that the horse should be slaughtered, and 
this was done. He bad no complete life history of the 
case, but shortly after the animal was killed he went to 
the knacker’s yard. The knacker had been very quick, 
for when he got to the yard the animal had been boiled. 
The head was the most terrible that he had seen in his 
experience. The whole of the structures on one side had 
been eaten away, and he attributed this to a cancerous 
growth. As far as he could ascertain, eighteen months 
before a man struck the horse at Bradford with a fork, 
knocking its right eye completely out. The man got 
three months imprisonment, and it served him right. 
Subsequently the horse was seen by Mr. Bowes. How 
the horse lived so long he really did not know. 

Mr. Bowes said he only saw the animal once, and that 
was six months ago. It then had an abscess which he 
lanced to give the animal temporary relief. He told the 
owner that he considered the bone was diseased. ‘The 
owner decided to sell the horse for what it would fetch 
rather than be bothered with its illness. In his opinion, 
what he saw was not due to the original blow for which 
the author of it got three months, but probably the 
horse being blind subsequently knocked the bone on 
something. If the blow on the eye was the cause, the 
— described would have developed themselves 
earlier. 

Mr. CHAMBERS observed that his firm had @ similiar 
case last summer, the animal being an old milk pony. 
There was a very great enlargement and softening of che 
facial bones, 

Mr. McKinna said the case to which the President 
had drawn attention was one of those rare cases which 
they found during the course of their professional careers. 
From the conditions presented to them he had a difti- 
culty in stating the true pathological nature of the case, 
though no doubt they puinted, as Mr. Somers suggested, 
to sarcoma. Interesting questions were raised by Mr. 
Bowes’ speech—When did the disease begin, and what 
was the cause of it. 

The Presipent reminded the meeting that a Com- 
mission had been appointed to inquire into the subject 
of cancer, and said he had noticed that an authority 
had recently pointed out there were two well known 
marked cases of cancer in human beings which arose 
from trifling injuries. And there was no doubt that 
malignant disease did follow injury. His reason for 
: bringing the case forward was its rarity. He had not 

been able to demonstrate clearly the cause, as the 
_horse’s head had been boiled. 
Mr. Bowes: So faras I could judge six months ago 


/it was an abscess. 
| Mr. Scrtven thought that first there had been some 
injury to the bone, and that what was described was 
nothing but an extension of necrosis. ; 

Mr. Bowes : I formed the opinion that it was necrosis 
of the bone. 

The PrestoENT held to the view that the eating away 
was due toa cancerous growth, though he appreciated 
the opinions expressed by Mr. Scriven and others. In 
reply to the Secretary and Mr. Chambers, the President 
said the discharge was not fetid. There was no discharge 


from the nose. 


Mr. Luoyp vecalled a similar case, though he did not 
think it was sarcoma. Most likely it was osteo-sarcoma. 
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The case had been in the hands of a layman who had 


used caustic, which brought it to a dead piece as large 


as a plate, When he saw the animal he had it killed. 


A Rupture or THE PecToRAL MUSCLES. 


Mr. CHAMBERS said that a short time ago he was called 
to see a harness horse with swelling in pectoral region. 
The thing came rapidly without any known cause. It 
was fairly well defined and painful to the touch, with 
very little constitutional disturbance. Hot fomentations 
were used, and in four or five days a softening was found 
midway between the point of elbow and the median line 
between the forelegs, and an opening was made large 
enough to admit three or four fingers. The contents, 
which consisted of broken down muscular tissue with a 
gritty touch, were pulled out in this way. The animal 
had made very satisfactory progress, and was about fit 
for his work. His opinion, before opening, was that 
the animal had been injured and a blood vessel ruptured 
into the muscles of the part, and that there would be 
clotted blood to remove, but instead there was the gritty 
material mentioned. He did not know how the injury 
was done unless the animal had had a fall. 


RupturReD BowELs THROUGH A FALL. 


The second case narrated by Mr. Chambers was that 
of a cow with twisted uterus which he attended on the 
previous Saturday. There was not, he observed, a suit- 
able place inside to roll the animal, and the owner himself 
led her out into the yard. There the owner had a tug-a- 
war with the cow, and rolled her clean on to her back with 
a sudden twist of her neck. I told the owner to hold her 
head, and I tied her for rolling while she was down, and 
had no trouble in reducing the twisted uterus and getting 
the calf away. When the cow got on to her feet she 
grunted, and continued to grunt until she died on the 
following day. Before she went down she was lively and 
perfectly healthy. My opinion was that perhaps she had 
a foreign body in the honeycomb which had been foreed 
through with the fall, or that some rupture had taken 
place. 

The post mortem examination revealed that the utero- 
a organs and honeyc>mb were perfect, but the 

wels were dark, coloured and ruptured, the lesions, 
in my opinion, being caused by the fall—by the weight 
of the calf on the bowels when the cow fell. 


ANTHRAX IN THE West RIDING. 


Mr. GREENHALGH recounted the history of a recent 
outbreak of anthrax on a dairy farm at Horsforth, near 
Leeds. A supposed case was reported by the farmer, 
acting on the advice of Mr. Bowes, to the West Riding 
Police at Leeds, and on the following morning he ( Mr. 
Greenhalgh ), in his capacity as one of the inspectors 
in the county, drove to Horsforth. The carcase and some 
of the intestinal organs were hung up in a barn: the 
spleen and other of the intestinal organs were in a cart 
in the yard. The carcase was in a flabby condition and 
the spleen was at least 18 inches long and some 8 inches 
think, witn scarlet patches on it. He was convinced 
that the animal had died from anthrax, and accordingly 
condemned the carcase. Two other other animals were 
suspected of the disease ; they were lying down, dull and 
groaning. The three animals formed part of a herd 
whose milk went into Leeds. He stopped the supply. 
On another part of the farm were 17 more cows supply- 
ing milk to Horsforth. These animals had not been in 
contact with the first herd, so the milk supply to Hors- 
forth was not stopped. Four or five days after his visit 
to the farm one of the two suspected cows died ; the 
other survived. When the time arrived to declare the 
farm free he invited the Leeds Medical Officer of Health 
(Dr. Cameron) and the Veterinary Inspector to the Cor- 
poration (Mr. G. E. Bowman) to the place, as the city 
authorities were interested in the question of the milk 


supply. A doubt had been expressed about the disease 
having been anthrax. A prevailing idea seemed to be 
that an animal could not be suffering from anthrax unless 
it died in 24 hours, but he differed from that view, and 
should like the meeting to express their opinions on the 
matter. He thought anthrax might be latent in the 
system for some time before it actually developed itself, 
The Leeds Medical Officer of Health asked him if he had 
taken some of the blood and cultivated the virus, but 
~ orders were that nothing must be removed from the 
ace. 

The PrEstpENT : A tip of the ear can be taken away, 
The orders mean, I should say, that there shall be no 
wholesale taking away. 

Mr. GREENHALGH : Yes, but the question of cultiva- 
ting the virus is rather a difficult one to deal with. 

Mr. Bowes, who was called to the farm in the ordinary 
way as a practitioner, said he never saw the first cow be- 
fore it died. On the occasion of his visit the cow was 
dressed and hung up in the barn; two cows were also 
ill. As soon as he saw the spleen of the dead animal he 
said it was a case of anthrax and gave instructions that 
the police should be made acquainted with the outbreak. 
To confirm his diagnosis he took a little of the spleen 
home with him. He put the spleen under a microscope 
and the presence of bacilli in millions confirmed his 
diagnosis. As regarded the cu!tivation of the virus he 
did not see the necessity. He was surprised to hear Mr. 
Greenhalgh say that some doubt had been expressed in 
regard to the outbreak being anthrax. There was no 
room for doubt. With regard to the second and third 
cows their temperature was up to 108 and the pulse was 
very fast. One of these two lived for a week, and the 
other recovered, the reason being that they were satura- 
ted internally with creosote. 

Mr. McKrnna: What was the origin of the out- 
break ? 

Mr. Bowes: It is difficult to say. It must have been 
the fooding stuff, but what part of it I cannot say. The 
people have been on the farm for 16 years, and have 
never had a case before. 

Mr. GREENHALGH explained that the farm was very 
dry and that he could only account for the outbreak 
through the purchase of some straw from the Selby dis- 
trict. The corn miller who supplied the straw had 40: 
cows but had no case of anthrax. 

Mr. Bowes : It could not have been the land, for the 
cows had been tied up. I think the reason of the idea 
getting about that anthrax is incuravle is that you had 
not often a chance of treating the disease. You generally 
find the animals dead. 

Mr. GREENHALGH asked the opinion of the meeting as 
to whether anthrax could be cured. 

The CHarrmMan: That is a question about which 
eminent men differ. 

‘Mr. CLouGH recalled a statement by Prof. Penberthy 
in a lecture that an animal affected with anthrax could 
get better. 

The CuarrMAN . It isclear from that observation that 
anthrax can be latent in the system. 

Mr. Bowes: But in this instance there was no ques- 
tion of latency. There were all the symptoms of the 
disease. I say the disease can be, and is occasionally, 
cured. Anthraxin human beings is often cured. 

Mr. CLARKSON said his experience was that antlirax 
was a quick and sudden thing. When a veterinary sur- 
geon was called in he generally found the animal dead, 
but there were occasional cases in which the animal lived 
for a certain time. He could distinctly remember Prof. 
Penberthy’s remarks about anthrax. The disease was 
quite as fatal in horses as in cattle. He had seen cattle 
with every symptom of anthrax live for a time, and he 
suggested that Mr. Bowes’s treatment on the Horsforth 
a had a great deal to do with the prolongation of 

ife. 
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Mr. McKrnna: Mr. Bowes certainly did the right 
thing. 
Tue TREATMENT OF Ospstructions. 


Mr. CLARKSON said the President had invited him 
to contribute something to the afternoon’s discussion. 
Looking through his notes at home he came across cases 
of obstruction of the bowels. 

One case was that of a brown cart mare. He called at 
5p.m. The mare had been working all morning and had 
received two doses of medicine before his arrival. Pulse 
55 soft and full, temperature 101 degrees. The food 
consisted of vats and chaff when at work, and the animal 
was out at grass when at play. She was first noticed in 

ain (abdominal) about one o’clock. She was very vio- 
ent and was kept on her feet only with very great difli- 
culty. She was laid on his arrival in the straw yard. 
There was slight tympanitis present, the forelegs out and 
she was crouched on belly hugging the ground. She had 
a desire to roll over or lie on her back (flat). No peris- 
talsis was noticeable on auscultation. She was raked 
but nodung was present. The mucous membrane was 
very dry and sticky and the rectum immensely dilated, 
so much so that on giving her an enema by means of 
funnel and india-rubber hose pipe (manufactured on 
the premises) he easily got her to take 24 stable buckets 


_of warm water which was retained for 10 or 15 minutes 


and then evacuated as clear as when taken. He admin- 
istered morphia grs. ij, atropia gr.1-5th hypodermically, 
which gave almost immediate relief. The relief was so 
great that his client, knowing he was very busy, told him 
he need not call again that evening, as he could Jet him 
know if the mare had a relapse. He left tinct. chlor. of 
morphia (B.P. 98) to be given in ounce doses as necessary 
at intervals of not less than two hours. He was called 
to her again at 3 a.m. and learnt that she had commen- 
ced at midnight rolling about and sweating most violent- 
ly, but she had quietened down somewhat soon after 
his client had left home to fetch him. He (Mr. Clark- 
son) found her with temperature unaltered, pulse very 
much weaker—almost imperceptible—still wet with 
perspiration, and with body surface cold and extremities 


deathly cold. She had been given one dose of medicine, 
‘but as she was very bad to manage she had received not 
-more than half of it. He gave her immediately morphia 


and atropia hypodermically as before, and had her well 
wisped and rnbbed, her ears pulled and dried, and had 
warm dry clothing put on. She again settled down after 
the hypodermic injection, and the skin became drier and 
warmer, She was in such a serious condition that he 
decided to stay with her some time longer. Another 
enema consisting of two buckets of warm water was 
given, which was only retained a few minutes and passed 
perfectly clear. 

About seven o’clock she seemed to be sinking, the heart 
becoming weaker and more irregular, and the breathing 
being laboured ; and she commenced to stand over on 
her forelegs and rock to and fro, apparently ready for 
falling. He advised the men to get up off tae straw 


where they were sitting, and again auscultated the heart 
and found it irregular, weaker, and wavering, and with 
no decided beat. He at once injected hypodermically | 
strychnine (a grain) and in two or three minutes the | 
heart beat improved in quality and the breathing be- | 
came less laboured. The mare laid down in about 15_ 
minutes and remained comparatively quiet for about an | 
our. He ordered the medicine to be given as before ; | 


the animal never swallowed more than half a dose Saw | of 


er again about two o'clock ; pulse and heart were then 
stronger, but she was so tympanitic that he tapped her 
in the usual way, leaving word to continue the m: dicine | 
a8 directed previously. From this point she improved | 
“ey and made a perfect recovery. 
n conclusion Mr. Clarkson urged the importance of 


the hypodermic injection. If in this case he had not 
followed such a course the mare would have died from 
heart failure. 

TUBERCULOSIS OF THE SPLEEN. 
_ Mr. Charkson related that in 1896 Mr. Cooke, of 
Scarboro’, brought under their notice a case of tubercu- 
lusis of the spleen in a horse. Among the symptoms 
noted was the inability to get his head to the ground to 
eat. Another was that the animal if it were tapped 
under the jaw ran back like a modified case of tetanus. 
He (Mr. Clarkson) wondered if that could be one of the 
symptoms of disease of the spleen, because since then he 
had had three cases of violent colic which had shown 
this symptom on elevation of the head. Two died, and 
on post-mortem examination revealed rupture of the 
spleen and no injury in the neck. The third animal re- 
covered. 

Mr. Luoyp had never seen a rupture of the spleen, but 
had noticed the running back on attempting to give 
medicine by the mouth to a horse. The animal fell down 
and was dead in a few minutes. The post-mortem 
showed that death was due to internal hemorrhage. 

Mr. Bowes said that probably one of the finest things 
for relieving tympanitis was sulphate of eserine. 

Mr. CLARKSON thought it was a very risky remedy. 
He used it with very great respect. 

Mr. Bowes : It is not risky if you avuid giving it to 
very old horses. 


Tue Errects or Ticur 


Mr. SNARRY mentioned a singular occurrence to a 
hunter whose skin on the foreleg and back tendons had 
degenerated and sloughed. The horse, he observed, was 
hunted during the last season, and was apparently all 
right, in fact, he was entered to run in a point-to-point 
steeplechase. The owner gave the animal a three mile 
gallop, putting bandages on his legs. Within half an-hour 
of his return the bandages were pulled off and the legs 
sponged down. Soon afterwards the legs began to swell 
to an enormous extent, and four or five days later the 
skin sloughed, and the tendons also degenerated and 
sloughed. A great discharge ran down the leg. He at- 
tributed the mischief to the tightness of the bandages. 
The horse, for which the owner had refused 250 guineas, 
would have to be shot. 


SHIVERING AND STRINGHALT. 


Mr. Mason called attention to several instances of 
horses passing a veterinary examination at the time of pur- 
chase, but betraying shivering after having been sent to 
their new homes by the railway. The matter was, he 
considered, one of the greatest importance to them as a 
profession. He could not account for the change, except 
it was that the shaking on the railway and the new 
surroundings produced such a nervous and excitable 
state as to bring out the disease which must have been 
latent. 

The PrestpEnt : Is the disease permanent ! 

Mr. Mason: Once stringhalt and shivering you have 
them for life. ; 

The Secretary said it was not the same thing with 
stringhalt, though he had known a few horses to get rid 


of it ultimately. 
Mr. SNARRY mentioned a well-known Yorkshire horse 


‘case in which it was stated that the animal had string- 
halt with his shoes on, but had not when his shoes were 


Vir. Mason said stringhalt was more frequent among 


geldings than mares, and asked whether it was due to 
castration, 


Mr. Bowes observed that the other day he castrated a 


colt because it had developed stringhalt. 


The PRESIDENT said that stringhalt might arise from 
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a variety of causes. For example, pressure on certain 
nerves would produce it. 

The SecrETARY said he knewa pony entire which had 
stringhalt—only, however, with his shoes on. He cas- 
trated the animal, and he had never exhibited the failing 
since— not even with his shoes on. 

The meeting terminated in a hearty vote of thanks to 
the members who had introduced cases resulting in 
nearly two hours discussion. The resolution was moved 
by the SecrETARY and seconded by Mr. BowEs. 


DAMAGES FOR NEGLIGENT TREATMENT OF 
A HORSE. 
CONFLICTING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE. 


An important action came before Judge Wightman 
Wood at the Leicester County Court on the 13th inst., 
in which Herbert Lowe, a waggonette proprietor, sued 
C. Smith and Son, blacksmiths, Charles Street, Jeices- 
ter, for £26 10s. for negligently cutting away the sole of 
the forefoot of the plaintiff's horse by reason of which it 
had to be destroyed. 

Mr. Hincks appeared for the plaintiff, while?Mr. Bar- 
low represented the defendants. 

The plaintiff's case was that he bought the horse at 
Rugby for £23 10s. and worked it regularly up to 
December 24th, 1901, when he discovered that the 
animal was lame. He took the horse to the defendant’s 
who removed the shoe, and he afterwards called in Mr. 
J. J. Fraser, veterinary surgeon. Under his instructions 
the hoof was bathed and filed, and two days afterwards 
the horse was exercised in a leather shoe. Mr. Fraser 
further advised that the hoof was to be pared at the heel 
and that inside the heel it was to be filed. The elder 
defendant said he knew what had to be done, and the 
younger defendant cut the hoof under the direction of 
his father. The plaintiff's father, who was present, told 
the deferdants that he thought they were doing more 
than Mr. Fraser had ordered. The elder defendant then 
stopped the cutting, and plaintiff's father saw the hoof 
bleeding all over. The elder defendant said “It’s all 
right, I have had many cases like this.” The horse re- 
mained in the stable, and added the witness, “there was 
so much blood that the stable resembled a butcher’s 
shop.” Mr. Fraser saw the elder defendant in the stable 
afterwards and said “ You have slaughtered this horse, 
it will have to be destroyed.” The defendant then said 
he was very sorry. The defendants had offered £5 to 
settle the matter which was declined. 

Mr. James Johnson Fraser, veterinary surgeon, spoke 
to examining the horse and ordering it to be taken to 
the shoeing smith to have the hoof pared out to trace an 
injury to the coronet. After the foot had been pared he 
found there had been a bruise, and the matter which 
formed had separated the coronary band from the skin. 
When a certain amount had been pared he told the 

ounger defendant not to cut farther. On January 8th 
G found the horse doing well and getting quite right 
again. He left instructions that the hoof should be 
rasped at the heel. On the following day witness found 
that the whole of the sole of the foot had been cut 
away, and the bone had come through to the ground. 
Witness intended merely that the outside of the crust of 
the hoof was to be rasped. It was not to be touched on 
the sole. When witness saw the elder defendant he 
asked him why he had been “such a fool” as to cut the 
hoof like that. The horse had been rendered useless and 
he ordered it to be destroyed. The horse was not cast- 
ing its hoof on account of it rotting. It having been sug- 
gested on the part of the defendants that the leg of the 
horse had been unnerved, witness stated that that was 


not so. After the animal was destroyed he left the car- 
case a day for the veterinary surgeons representing the 
defendants to make a post-mortem examination and to 
dissect the leg if they desired. Witness afterwards made 
a minute examination of the nerves and found that they 
had not been cut. 

The case set up for the defence was that the hoof of 
the horse was rotten, and the frog came off when it was 
touched. The younger defendant merely thinned the 
sole as he had often done before. No blood came from 
the sole but merely discharge. The horse had been un- 
nerved, the whole foot was coming off, and it was the 
weight that forced the bone through the sole. Both de- 
fendants gave evidence to this effect, and the elder de- 
nied that what he did had killed the horse. 

Mr. Thomas Hobson, veterinary surgeon, spoke to see- 
ing the horse on January 9th, having been called in by 
the defendants. He found the horse’s foot rotten, and 
there was complete separation. The sole was removed, 
and the horse was standing on the pedal bone which was 
exposed. The elder defendant told him that the frog 
came off in his hands, but the elder Smith added that 
he did not know what had become of the sole. Witness 
thought that the horse had been unnerved, and he put 
a pin in the pastern and the animal did not flinch. The 
horse had been unnerved in both forefeet, and that was 
proved by the fact that the horse bore on the pedal 
bone. Unnerving a horse prevented it showing pain 
when damage occurred, and the result was that a 
detached hoof was hopeless. Witness thought the horse 
ought to have been destroyed a week before, quite apart 
from what Smith did. 

The witness was subjected to a lengthy cross-exami- 
nation, especially as to his examination of the foot after 
the horse had been killed. He, however, admitted that 
he did not dissect the foot and examine the nerves. He 
saw a scar on the skin where the operation had been per- 
formed, but the leg had been skinned when he saw it. It 
was also put very strongly to the witness whether he 
could place his examination before that of Mr. Fraser, 
who had actually examined and dissected the leg and had 
found the nerves uncut. 

Mr. Bailey and Mr. G. H. Parr, veterinary surgeons, 
also gave evidence for the defendants of a similar 
character. During their examination the learned judge 
interposed on its being stated that it was difficult to find 
the nerves in a horse’s leg and that injuries and mistakes 
were made in the process of unnerving. The learned 
judge asked how an artery could be mistaken fora 
nerve, seeing that the one was a tube which pulsated 
and the other a solid structure. Both gentlemen, how- 
ever, stated that they did not dissect the leg and examine 
the nerves. 

His Honour in giving judgment referred to the con- 
flicting character of the scientific evidence which played 
a great part in the case. Unfortunately, as soon as one 
view was taken in a court of law the other side immedi- 
ately produced an entirely opposite opinion. He could 
not help thinking that it was a peculiar thing that the 
horse being under the care of a veterinary surgeon he 
should not have had the operation performed in his 
presence. He could not help thinking that the defen- 
dants had exceeded their duty in cutting away the sole 
of the horse’s hoof. 1t was no defence to say that plain 
tiff told the defendants to do so because they were sup- 
posed to have a special knowledge which would tel 
them whether certain instructions were reasonable oF 
not. As to the value of the horse no one could say that 
it would have recovered entirely, but no man had the 
right to cause the death of an animal even if he cou! 
afterwards prove that the animal was valueless. He 
therfore gave judgment for the plaintiff for £7 and 

costs. 
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NEW VETERINARY COLLEGE, EDINBURGH. 
Prize List. 


“An Old Student’s” £25 Prize, to be awarded, 

The Principal's £20 Prize—W. Hepburn. 

Pathology of the Horse.—Hi. and Agric. Soc. Medal— 
W. A. Elder. ist Class Certificate—H. Kirby. 2nd Class 
Certificate—-R. Elliott. 

Pathology of the Domesticated Animals other than the 
Horse.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal— H. Kirby. 1st Class 
Certiticate—W. A. Elder. 2nd Class Certiticate—R. 
Elliott. 

Meat Inspection — Principal’s Silver Medal—H. Kirby. 
Ist Class Certificates—H. Kirby, W. A. Elder, J. W. Bee, 
F. Shippard, R. Elliott. 

General Pathology.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal—Stanley 
Elley, R. Mairs (equal). Ist Class Certificates-—C, 
H. Wadlow, R. Elliott, R. M. Jones. 2nd Class Cer- 
tificates—J. W. Bee, R. Elliott, A. J. Macdonald. 

Materia Medica.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal.—Stanley 
Elley. Ist Class Certificates—C. H. Wadlow, A. Barr. 

Hygiene.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal—Stanley Elley. 1st 
‘Class Certificate—C. H. Wadlow. 

Anatomy.—H. and Ag. Soc Medal —S. H. Gaiger. 
Ist Class Certiticates—H. E. Cross, J. B. Chadwick. 
H. A. Turaer. 2nd Class Certificate—E. E. Elphick. 

Practical Anatomy.—Professor Duff-Dunbar’s Silver 
Medal—S. H. Gaiger. 

Physiology.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal—S. H. Gaiger. 
Ist Class Certificates— H. E. Cross, H. A. Turner, 
J.B. Chadwicb. 2nd Class Certificate—E. E. Elphick. 

Histology.—Dr. Hunter’s Bronze Medal—s. H. Gaiger. 
Ist Class Certificates—R. Tindle, H. A. Turner, E. E. 
Elphick. 2nd Class Certificates—H. W. Robinson, 
J.B. Chadwick. 
0 Stable Management.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal—H. E. 

ross, 

Chemistry.—H. and Ag. Soc. Medal—H. R. Laycock. 
2nd Class Certificates—R. F. Bett, J. Sheffield, C. 
Taylor 

Biology.—H. and Ag. Soe. Medal—H. R. Laycock. 
Ist Class Certificates—J. Sheftield, R. C. Allinson. 2nd 
Class Certificates —R. F. Bett, J. Dodds. 

Junior Anatomy— H. and Ag. Soc. Medal—R. C. 
Allinson. _1st_ Class Certificates—H. R. Laycock, W. 
Catterall, R. F. Bett, J. Sheffield. 2nd Class Certifi- 
cates—J. Dodds, C. Taylor. 

Physics.—Principal’s Bronze Medal—R. F. Bett. Ist 
Class Certificates—R. C. Allison, C. Taylor. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy.—Principal’s Bronze Medal 
‘Stanley Elley. 

Curaror of Museum.—-Principal’s Bronze Medal—K. 
P. Rankin. 

Edinburgh Veterinary Society's Silver Medals. — 
President's “‘ Essay ”—T. Walker. Best “ Essay ”— H. 
Kirby. Best ‘Communication ”—T. Walker. 


ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The distribution of prizes to the students of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College at the close of the winter 
session took place in the Council Chambers, Edinburgh, 


of the students. Mr. Thomas Hunter, Town Clerk, 
the absence of the Lord Provost, occupied the chair, an 


end for-which their veterinary colleges existed. 
hot think that in present times it : 
Prospects of veterinary science and veterinary practice 
Were at all dark. 


on Monday, May 19th, in presence of a number of fr ~ | that one should not look a gift horse in the mouth, and 
dhe was grateful to Mr. Carnegie and his Trustees for 


in opening the proceedings said they were all deeply in- | con 
terested in the progress of veterinary science, not merely | 


In it in i i ich after all was the | 
8s theory, but in its practice, which a a aid | ves a 


: ai at the | Prof. Aitken, t 
——— | The following were the most successful students :— 
He supposed there never was @ time | ane 
‘when there was more demand than existed to-day in all lor; 


departments of public life for skilled veterinarians. (Ap- 
plause), The unfortunate war, which they all hoped was 
now drawing to a close, had, by the demands which it 
had made upon them, raised the prospects of the veter- 
inary profession throughout the world. It had brought 
out in a most emphatic way the need there was for 
skilled veterinarians; but, in any case, as civilisation 
advanced and our resources were developed the veterinary 
profession was bound to rise. (Applause). They all 
knew the enormous strides which the medical profession 
had made, both in its scientific aspects and the actual 
application of its principles to the needs of human life, 
and it was to the veterinary profession they looked for 
the alleviation of animal suffering, and the preservation 
of the lives of valuable animals. They heard rumours 
of proposals for the advancement of education in many 
directions, and he hoped the city of Edinburgh and the 
Government would not be slow to give the necessary aid 
to the spread of veterinary education throughout the 
country. (Applause.) In conclusion, he expressed the 
hope that when the students went out into the world 
they would do honour and credit to the College in 
hg they had been nurtured and which had sent them 
orth. 

Principal Dewar, in distributing the prizes, said they 
had had a very successful session, the most successful 
they had yet had with the four years’ students, who had 
given a very good account of themselves in the percen- 
tage of marks they had obtained. Speaking of the pros- 
pects of the profession, he said they were fairly bright, 
there being at present a better demand for veterinary 
surgeons than he had ever seen. The profession had re- 
sponded nobly to the call for Volunteers for the front, 
and some of those who went from the Dick College now 
rested under the South African veldt. He was sorry 
that within the past few months a feeling of soreness or 
estrangement, as it were, had arisen between the veteri- 
nary profession and the War Department. He had asked 
some members of the profession who had been to the 
front whether they would care to go back, and their 
reply was in the negative, but that if they did go out 
again it would be in the ranks of the combatants. They 
did not seem to think they had got justice from the War 
Department, for they discovered that when officers from 
the combatant ranks had been found incompetent for the 
work to which they were appointed, they were thought 
good enough to be put into positions such as inspectors 
of veterinary hospitals, which ought to have been filled 
by veterinary surgeons. lnless something was done to 
remove that feeling, he had no doubt that the Army 
would suffer—the horses in the first place, and then the 
Army, and the country would have to pay. He hoped 
that in a short time their profession and the War Office 
would be working as cordially as they had ever done be- 
fore. (Applause.) Referring to the Carnegie Bequest, 
the Principal said he was glad that the Trustees had 
seen fit to include veterinary students among those who 
were eligible for the benefits of the Trust, but he thought 
it a little strange that the Trustees should consider that 
a higher standard of education was required from the 
veterinary student than from the medical student. (Ap- 
plause.) “It might be that they thought the veterinary 
students had a harder task to perform in diagnosing 
disease than their medical brethren. (Langhter.) How- 
ever that might be, they would not forget the old adage, 


ferring the zreat benefit they had done on veterinary 
stndents. (Applause.) 

, On the Ba of Prof. Gregg-Wils mn, a vote of thanks 
the donors of prizes ; and on the motion of 
he Town Clerk was thanked for presiding. 


Class A.—Junior Anatomy—Silver Medal, Alex. Tay- 
bronze, C. W. Cartwright and George Taylor — 
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equal. Theoretical Chemistry—Cranston Gold Medal, 
C, W. Cartwright ; silver, W. Laing ; bronze, George 
Taylor. Practical Chemistry—Bronze Medal, W. L. 
Richardson. Biology—Silver Medal, George Taylor ; 
bronze, Alex. Taylor and C. R. Chadwick—equal. 

Class B.—Senior Anatomy—Anderson Gold Medal, 
T. T. Jack ; silver, W. J. Moody ; bronze, T. S. Rabag- 
liati. Practical Anatomy—Professor Bradley’s Silver 
Medal, T. S. Rabagliati. Histology—Bronze Medal, 
J.S. Bowden. Physiology—Turnbull Gold Medal, T.S. 
Rabagliati ; silver, T. T. Jack; bronze, A. E. Massy. 
Stable Management—Silver Medal—J. S. Bowden. 

Class C.—-Pathology and Bacteriology—Harris Gold 
Medal, R. E. Montgomery ; silver, R. Murray ;_ bronze, 
J.G. Cattell. Hygiene and Dietetics—Silver Medal, 
Colin Cameron; bronze, W. K. Brown. Materia 
Medica--Silver Medal, J. H. Ripley; bronze, R. E. 
Montgomery. 

Class D.—Surgery—Dollar Gold Medal, J. D. Whitty; 
silver, G. E. Anderson ; bronze, M. Purcell. Medicine 
Dryborough Gold Medal, J. D. Whitty; silver, G. E. 
Anderson ; bronze, T. B. Redding. Obstetrics—Silver 
Medal, J. D. Whitty ; bronze, G. E. Anderson. Clinique 
—Silver Medal, George E. Anderson ; bronze, Edward 
Dunstan and M. Purcell—equal. Macfarlane Medal, 
best aggregate, George E. Anderson. Cvllege Bursary 
of £21, J. D. Whitty. Edinburgh Veterinary Medical 
Association Silver Medal for best essay, James Forbes ; 
best communication, Frank H. Leich.—7he Scotsman. 


VETERINARY COLLEGES. 


THEetR RELATION TO UNIVERSITES. 


Farther inquiry into the scheme, outlined the other 
day by a correspondent, for the absorption of the Royal 
Dick Veterinary College by the University of Edinburgh, 
shows that while such a proposal has been informally 
discussed among members of the Dick Trust, as well as 
some of the University authorities, it is only one of 
several very vague and shadowy plans for relieving the 
Town Council of an embarrassing heritage We stated 
at the time that there was but little likelihood of its 
ever taking form, for several weighty reasons. In the 
first place there is considerable dubiety as to the ru- 
moured endowment, and in the second place it is very 
improbable that the University of Edinburgh would 
undertake the reponsibility of embarking upon a scheme 
which would either bring it into conflict with the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, or necessitate its 
affiliation with that Institution. 

The Royal College 1s the supreme authority in veter- 
inary education. The veterinary profession consists of 
from three to four thousand members, and thirty-two of 
these members form the elected governing, protecting, 
and punishing body known as the Council. Anyone in- 
fringing the rights and privileges of the professiun is at 
once proceeded against by the Council, which had special 

owers granted it by Act of Parliament some years ago. 
No one can become a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons unless he has attended a recognised 
Veterinary College for a certain number of years, and 
has fulfilled certain other conditions, such as the passing 
of examinations, etc. After this his name is placed on 
the Register of the R.C.V.S. Noone can practice as a 
veterinary surgeon in the United Kingdom unless his 
name is on that Register. 

There are at the present time five’Veterinary Colleges 
affiliated with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and it is very improbable that the University of Edin- 
burgh would either become a candidate for affiliation as 
a sixth veterinary college or fight the whole veterinary 
profession in order to set up an independert and rival 
degree-conferring authority, only to be secured by Act of 
Parliament. It is still more unlikely that the Dick 
Veterinary College will succeed in absorbing the Univer- 
sity. 


Some twenty years ago there were two bodies which 
granted veterinary qualifications, namely, the R.C.V.S. 
and the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, 
but the dual system was found so objectionable that the 
Highland Society in 1881 ceased granting its diplomas, 
and since then the R.C.V.S. has been the only licensing 
body for veterinary surgeons. 

Another scheme was lately submitted to the Council 
of the Royal College whereby the students of the Dick 
College would be sent to Edinburgh University for in- 
struction in certain subjects, the fees being paid by the 
Carnegie Trust, thus reducing the Dick College staff and 
effecting considerable economy. This plan, hcwever, 
received no countenance, inasmuch as it would upset 
the whole scheme of veterinary instruction, the synopsis 
of which is laid down by the Royal College. 

At the same time there is general agreement that 
some action is necessary for promoting veterinary educa- 
tion. Last year only about 90 students graduated in all 
the colleges affiliated with the Royal College, or rather 
less than the number of deaths in the profession ; and 
as this country supplies a large proportion of the veteri- 
narians required by the Colonies, in addition to the Army, 
it is very desirable that there should be no falling offin 
the efficiency of the teaching institutions. The grant of 
a Government subsidy to Ireland has proved a severe 
blow to the Scottish colleges, which drew a considerable 
number of students from Ireland, and the most reasona- 
ble plan seems to be for the Town Council of Edinburgh 
to co-operate with other bodies with the object of in- 
ducing the Government to deal with veterinary educa- 
tion under the scheme for the reform of secondary edu- 
cation. Why a little denominational school should 
receive a State grant for teaching the three R’s, and well 
equipped colleges should be allowed to struggle alone in 
providing veterinary experts for the whole country, is 
one of the many anomalies of our education system 
which are hard to understand.— 7'he Edinburgh Evening 
Dispatch. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE CENTRAL V.M.S. 
Dear Sir, 


Everyone probably admits the Central Society is a 
very useful one, and never more so than when discus- 
sing such subjects as “advertising” and “the internal 
discipline of the veterinary profession.” No subjects 
are of more importance to the young—and even old— 
practitioners, nor of more assistance to its members. 
“The regret” is that there is need for such subjects to 
be discussed. 

If“ A Qountry Member ” does not derive pleasure, etc. 
(he probably would if he were a victim of circumstances, 
he will certainly gain “some valuable information ” from 
the discussion should he ever become a victim at some 
future time—for apparently none of us are safe. | beg 
to differ with “A Country Member” “that this form of 
discussion will not further the interests of the Society, 
I ae sure they will, and also those of the profession as 4 
whole. 

It is quite right that personal feelings should be ven- 
tilated sometimes, and no better place than in our 
Society meetings—particularly when they affect all and 
every member of the profession. That these subjects 
have an interest for the members of the Central speaks 
for itself by the number that attend and the energy 
with which the discussion is carried on. 

The remarks in the last paragraph of “A Country 
Member’s” letter are too ambiguous for comprehension. 
However, “bad form,” like many other things in the 
veterinary profession, requires defining. is 

Personally, I have the greatest respect for the Prest- 
dent and members of the Central Society for open!y 20 
fairly discussing such abuses as have of late been com 
mitted.-—Yours truly, A VIsITOR. 
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